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Control of substances hazardous to health (COSHH) risk assessment
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Pear Tree Infant and Nursery School
	Assessment conducted by: Katie Foxton
	Job title: School Business Manager
	Covered by this assessment: teachers, teaching assistants, COSHH coordinator, supervising adults, site manager and pupils.

	Date of assessment: 6th November 2025
	Review interval: Annual
	Date of next review: 6th November 2026

	
	
	

	Risk rating
	Likelihood of occurrence

	
	Probable
	Possible
	Remote

	Likely impact
	Major: Causes major physical injury, harm or ill health.
	High (H)
	H
	Medium (M)

	
	Severe: Causes physical injury or illness requiring first aid.
	H
	M
	Low (L)

	
	Minor: Causes physical or emotional discomfort.
	M
	L
	L




	Area for concern
	Risk rating prior to action
H/M/L
	Recommended controls
	In place?
Yes/No
	By whom?
	Deadline
	Risk rating following action
H/M/L

	Lack of awareness of school policies and associated documents

	H
	· The headteacher oversees the day-to-day implementation of the school’s COSHH Policy and ensures that all members of staff are fully aware of their roles and responsibilities, as well as the necessary control measures they are required to undertake.
· The headteacher ensures that all members of staff receive effective COSHH training.
· The headteacher ensures that all new staff receive the appropriate training and are provided with the necessary school policies and associated documentation upon their induction. 
· The use of any hazardous substances within the school are limited unless absolutely necessary.
· Where substances must be used, the COSHH coordinator (SBM) aims to substitute this for a less harmful substance in order to minimise risks.
· Where the substance cannot be eliminated or substituted, the amount of time for exposure is minimised. 
· The amount of the substance used is reduced as much as possible.
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	Breathing in/ swallowing hazardous materials

	H
	· Where it is appropriate, for example in instances where wood dust may be ingested, a local exhaust ventilation is installed to minimise the levels of exposure to the relevant hazardous material. 
· The appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) is always available to those who require it, e.g. ventilated welding helmets. 
· Routine health checks on those staff who work with hazardous materials are conducted monthly to ensure the health of staff is maintained. 
· A register of the hazardous materials on school premises is conducted to ensure that all staff are aware of the materials they may be working with.
· All staff working with hazardous materials are made aware of how to handle the hazardous materials they work with and their associated risks through appropriate training. 
· When pupils are handling hazardous materials, such as those found in science lessons, an appropriate ratio of staff who are qualified to use the materials to pupils is implemented. 
· An easily accessible water point is available in areas where hazardous materials are often used. 
· Staff who are using the hazardous materials know how to correctly wash their hands/arms after using the hazardous materials, in relation to each individual material on the school’s premises. 
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	

Contact with skin – via splashing, direct contact, landing on skin (airborne) and contaminated surfaces


	H
	· The appropriate PPE is always available to those who require, e.g. gloves and overalls. 
· All staff working with hazardous materials are made aware of how to handle the hazardous materials they work with and their associated risks through appropriate training. 
· When pupils are handling hazardous materials, such as those found in science lessons, an appropriate ratio of staff who are qualified to use the materials to pupils is implemented. 
· An easily accessible water point is available in areas where hazardous materials are often used. 
· Individuals who use hazardous materials know how to correctly wash their hands/arms after using the hazardous materials, in relation to each individual material on the school’s premises.
· Staff and pupils are instructed on the appropriate response where a spillage of a hazardous material occurs.
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	





Contact with eyes








Contact with eyes

	H
	· The appropriate PPE is always available to those who require it, e.g. protective eye goggles. 
· All staff working with hazardous materials are made aware of how to handle the hazardous materials they work with and their associated risks through appropriate training.  
· Pupils at the Infant and Nursery school do not handle hazardous materials, such as those found in science lessons. 
· An easily accessible water point is available in areas where hazardous materials are often used.
· Individuals who use hazardous materials know how to correctly wash their hands/arms after using the hazardous materials, in relation to each individual hazardous material on the school premises.
· Individuals are instructed not to touch their eyes after handling hazardous materials, until they have correctly washed their hands.
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	
Skin puncture
	H
	· Staff are aware of how to correctly use the relevant equipment, such as a scalpel – minimising the risk of injury via inappropriate use of equipment, which can result in infection or hazardous materials entering the wound. 
· An easily accessible water point is available in areas where hazardous materials are often used, as hazardous materials can cause further damage to skin punctures.
· Individuals who use hazardous materials know how to correctly wash their hands/arms after using the hazardous materials, in relation to each individual hazardous material on the school premises.
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	
Insufficient/ unsafe storage

	H
	· Safe storage and disposal arrangements for hazardous substances are provided, away from school buildings and separate from school waste, to prevent exposure to pupils and other members of the school community.
· Hazardous materials are stored safely and appropriately, in a secure location. 
· All substances are locked away, out of sight and reach of pupils, with only appropriate members of staff having approved access. 
· Monthly stock checks are conducted to ensure dangerous substances do not exceed safe storage capabilities, and are at reasonable levels.
· Where materials such as fuels, fertilisers, weed killers or paints are used by the caretaker these are stored in a secure, fire-resistant room outside of the school premises, with ventilation provided to open air.
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	Disposal of materials

	H
	· When disposing of hazardous materials, the methods that are outlined within UK legislation are met, including in the Environmental Protection Act 1990, The Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2005 and The List of Wastes (England) Regulations 2005. 
· Safe disposal arrangements for hazardous substances are provided, away from school buildings and separate from school waste, to prevent exposure to pupils and other members of the school community.
· Staff are aware of how to dispose of leftover hazardous materials appropriately, understanding that different hazardous materials require different treatment. 
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	








Fire hazard























Fire hazard




















Fire hazard
	H
	· Where possible, highly flammable substances and materials are substituted for those that are less flammable.
· The number of dangerous substances used by the school, such as chemical agents and flammable substances, is reduced to the lowest possible amount.
· Flammable liquids are clearly labelled and stored in their original containers, in a locked cabinet with a minimum of 30 minutes of fire resistance.
· Storage areas for dangerous substances have suitable health and safety signage.
· All dangerous chemicals purchased are compliant with The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002, as outlined in the school’s COSHH Policy.
· Where materials such as fuels, fertilisers, weed killers or paints are used by the caretaker these are stored in a secure, fire-resistant room outside of the school premises, with ventilation provided to open air.
· Combustible materials are never stored near electrical equipment.
· All combustible materials are stored away from sources of heat and ignition.
· The school has portable extinguishers located in each work area.
· There is one water-based fire extinguisher for every 200m2 of floor space.
· There is a minimum of two extinguishers per area.
· The school has different extinguisher types in place to react to specific fire risks, i.e. either water, powder, foam or carbon dioxide.
· Fire extinguishers are easily visible and accessible to those who may need to use them.
· Fire extinguishers are placed on dedicated stands or hung on the wall at a convenient height to ensure they are accessible – this is 1 metre for large extinguishers and 1.5 metres for small extinguishers.
· Fire extinguishers are placed such that no individual has to travel more than 30 metres to reach them.
· The location of each fire extinguisher is recorded in the fire log book.
· All fire extinguishers are marked on the school premises plan.
· Monthly checks of fire extinguishers are conducted to ensure the correct types are in the correct location, and that they have not been tampered with in any way.
· Daily checks are conducted to ensure that there is clear access for fire engines at all times.
· Maintenance and servicing of fire extinguishers is carried out by a competent engineer annually.
· All staff members are trained on the appropriate use of fire extinguishers to ensure they are not misused.
· All pupils are aware of the location of fire extinguishers and how to use them in the absence of a member of staff.
· Any notable damage to fire extinguishers is reported to the caretaker immediately so that appropriate repair can be organised.
· Smoke detectors are fitted in all rooms around the school premises.
· Smoke detectors are tested weekly by the caretaker.
· Any defects to smoke detectors are reported to the caretaker immediately so that appropriate repair can be arranged.
· The caretaker conducts weekly checks of pressure gauges, alarm systems, water suppliers, any anti-freezing devices and automatic booster pumps.
· Any notable damage to sprinklers is reported to the caretaker immediately so that appropriate repair can be arranged.
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	
Insufficient PPE

	H
	· Reviews of PPE are conducted regularly by the caretaker to combat risks associated with insufficient PPE, such as PPE which is damaged.
· The caretaker will report to the SBM who is responsible for replacing PPE when necessary. 
· The COSHH coordinator/SBM ensures that all staff using hazardous materials understand how to properly use the appropriate PPE. 
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M

	
Lack of awareness of emergency procedures






Lack of awareness of emergency procedures

	H
	· A detailed emergency plan is established by the headteacher prior to the use of any substance as part of the individual hazardous material’s risk assessment.
· The risk assessment undertaken for each hazardous substance is kept with each substance, so that members of staff are aware of the emergency procedures and first aid to undertake in the event of an accident.
· Incidents are responded to promptly, and the harmful effects are minimised where possible.
· Emergency services are contacted immediately where the incident cannot be resolved by a trained member of staff.
· Only members of staff trained in COSHH and first aid attempt to provide treatment to an individual.
· Any accidents are reported to the headteacher immediately, using an accident reporting form, which is available from the SBM office.
· The emergency procedures are regularly practiced as part of a ‘safety drill’ method, to ensure that all individuals at the school are aware of the steps to follow.
	Y
	Headteacher
	6/11/25
	M


Residual Risk Assessment
After controls are applied, the residual risk is MEDIUM, provided the employees adhere to risk assessment.
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