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[bookmark: _Hlk493505118]Playground risk assessment  
Pear Tree Infant and Walbrook Nursery School
	Assessment conducted by: Katie Foxton
	Job title: SBM
	Covered by this assessment: Head Teacher, staff, teaching assistants, supervising staff and pupils.

	Date of assessment: 17/11/2025
Updated 26/11/2025 following head bump on sandpit
	Review interval: Annually
	Date of next review: November 2026



	Related documents

	Behavioural Policy, Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy, Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy, Pupil Code of Conduct, First Aid Policy, Health and Safety Policy, Accident Reporting Procedure Policy, Site Safety Checklist, Security Policy, Anti-Bullying Policy



	Risk rating
	Likelihood of occurrence

	
	Probable
	Possible
	Remote

	Likely impact
	Major
Causes major physical injury, harm or ill-health.
	High (H)
	H
	Medium (M)

	
	Severe
Causes physical injury or illness requiring first aid.
	H
	M
	Low (L)

	
	Minor
Causes physical or emotional discomfort.
	M
	L
	L


	Area for concern
	Risk rating prior to action
H/M/L
	Recommended controls
	In place?
Yes/No
	By whom?
	Deadline
	Risk rating following action
H/M/L

	Policy and procedures  
	H
	· The Head Teacher ensures the school’s Health and Safety Policy considers the risks associated with the playground. 
· The school’s Health and Safety Policy is adhered to at all times. 
· The school ensures that a first aider is available at all times when the playground is in use, in accordance with the school’s First Aid Policy. 
· If any accidents or injuries occur, supervising staff follow the Accident Reporting Procedure Policy.   
· The supervising staff have due consideration to the School Security Policy in terms of ensuring the playground is safe and secure. 
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M

	







Maintenance  














Maintenance  
	H
	· Supervising staff conduct daily visual inspections and report any defects or damaged items to the caretaker/SBM. 
· Supervising staff remove any dangerous objects, e.g. litter or animal faeces. 
· The caretaker ensures that supervising staff understand what defects, damages and safety concerns to be aware of. 
· Routine visual inspections of the playground and any equipment are conducted on a weekly basis by the caretaker.
· During their weekly inspections, the caretaker uses the conduct a visual assessment of the playground and equipment, and removes any litter and harmful objects, animal faeces, objects blocking pathways, poisonous plants, etc. Any needles are reported for removal to a sharps box and DCC contacted.
· The caretaker conducts a weekly physical check to ensure the stability of the equipment in the playground.
· The caretaker conducts an annual inspection of playground equipment alongside an independent inspector to ensure overall safety.
· Any faulty equipment or dangerous/uneven surfaces are coned off immediately and are out of use.
· Any hazards or defects are reported to the Head Teacher/SBM immediately.
· Appropriate repair is organised for faulty equipment or dangerous/uneven surfaces. 
· The caretaker ensures that the playground is kept clear of debris and is tidy, e.g. low hanging branches are cleared away after windy conditions. 
· If any rust or rotten equipment is identified, the equipment is not used, and the caretaker recommends to the Head Teacher/SBM that rotten or rusty equipment is replaced.
· The caretaker ensures that any harmful plants, e.g. nettles and poisonous berries, are removed. 
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M

	








Supervision









Supervision  
  
	H
	· The ratio of staff to pupils in the school playground is 1:30.
· The ratio of staff to pupils in the outside area at Nursery 1:13. 
· All members of staff remain alert to any children wandering near gates or off the premises.
· No pupil leaves the premises without an approved adult with permission from the Head Teacher or a member of SLT.
· All members of staff remain alert to any intruders or animals attempting to enter the school playground.
· Pupils are informed not to enter the playground unless a member of staff is present.
· Any areas that are identified as high-risk for pupils are out of bounds.
· Where possible, alternative routes are planned for visitors away from play areas.
· Any blind spots, due to walls, trees, etc., are identified and staff supervise from an alternative location in the playground.
· All supervising staff have due consideration to the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. 
· Supervising staff are aware of any pupils with SEND and ensure that they receive the additional support required, in accordance with the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy. 
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M

	Behaviour  
	M
	·  All pupils understand and act in accordance with the provisions within the Behavioural Policy. 
· There is a sufficient number of supervising staff present to ensure that staff can monitor pupils’ behaviour effectively. 
· In the event of a serious behavioural incident, the pupil is escorted to the Head Teacher’s office. 
· All staff are trained in the school rules on appropriate behaviour and how to deal with situations of bullying and violence.
· All supervising staff are familiar with the school’s Anti-Bullying Policy and are trained in identifying and preventing bullying.
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	L

	

Slips, trips and falls







Slips, trips and falls
	H
	· There is a sufficient number of supervising staff available in the playground to ensure the safety of pupils and respond to any incidents. 
· Supervising staff understand to contact the first aider if a pupil requires medical attention. 
· Good behaviour principles are instilled in pupils to limit the risk of injuries, e.g. not pushing peers.
· A one-way system is implemented on any climbing equipment to limit any pushing, shoving or falling.  
· Any debris or other trip hazards are removed by the caretaker immediately. 
· A spongey surface (impact absorbing surfacing) is installed around relevant playground equipment, e.g. swings and climbing frames, to minimise the risk of injury.  
· All surfacing meets the EN1176 Playground Equipment Standard. 
· Any tall equipment, e.g., climbing frames, have relevant safety measures installed on them, for example, barriers on climbing frames and netting around trampolines.
· Children to be closely supervised at all times and advised of the dangers of running too fast and falling.
· Children to be extra careful jumping off equipment and logs
· Children to be careful not to run into other children and cause them to fall over
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M

	







Injury and first aid 














Injury and first aid
	H
	· Playground equipment and apparatus is regularly checked for defects and is formally maintained annually – supervising staff are trained in the reporting of defects.
· The number of pupils permitted to use an apparatus at one time is controlled, enforced and made clear to pupils.
· Any equipment and apparatus used by pupils is age appropriate, and impact absorbing surfaces are present where there is a significant risk of falling (not required for equipment below 60cm).
· Pupils spend lunchtimes and break times in their designated playgrounds to over overcrowding.
· Pupils are not allowed to use the apparatuses when they are slippery or wet.
· Pupils are set clear rules on using the apparatuses safely, e.g. no hanging upside down from the monkey bars.
· Pupils are only permitted to use equipment for its intended use.
· Activity locations are controlled and pupils only play games in the appropriate locations.
· Pupils are taught not to touch any dangerous litter, such as glass and needles, and instructed to report any litter to a supervising staff member.
· [bookmark: _Hlk4074040]Pupils are taught not to touch any animals that wander around the school playground, or any animal waste, and to report them to supervising staff. 
· Equipment for the safe removal of faeces is provided.
· At least one qualified first aider is readily available at all times.
· First aid kits are located in each classroom and each Midday Supervisor has a first aid bumbag on them at all times. 
· All supervising staff members are made aware of the designated first aider.
· An emergency response is pre-determined and communicated to all members of staff.
· In the event of an injury, the first aider attends to the pupil immediately; emergency services are contacted if necessary.
· All accidents and injuries are recorded and are used to inform future risk assessments.
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M

	Overcrowding 
	M
	· Pupils spend lunchtimes and break times in their designated playgrounds to over overcrowding 
· A maximum of 90 pupils are permitted to use the playground at once.  
· All relevant equipment, e.g. climbing frames, work under a one-way system to minimise the risk of collision and injury.  
· Pupils are supervised at all times to ensure they are safe, and so injuries and incidents can be managed effectively. 
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	L

	

Equipment












Equipment
	H
	· Expectations of pupils’ use of equipment is pre-determined and communicated to all staff and pupils.
· Appropriate storage areas are determined, and all equipment is put away after use or at the end of every break/lunchtime.
· Staff who are supervising pupils keep a close eye on their use of any equipment.
· Any pupil who is misbehaving is instructed to stop their play and appropriate discipline is actioned.
· Inappropriate games are banned. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk4074131][bookmark: _Hlk4074194]All equipment meets the EN1176 Playground Equipment Standard. Any climbing frames, etc. are surrounded by an impact absorbing surface such as rubber mulch.  
· All tall equipment, e.g. and monkey bars, are supervised at all times. 
· Supervising staff understand the risks that individual items of equipment pose and understand how to manage pupils’ behaviour to keep them safe. 
· A one-way system is implemented on climbing frames, monkey bars, etc. to minimise the risk of collisions, pushing, shoving and falling. 
· Supervising staff know how to report any defective, damaged or unsafe equipment. 
· Supervising staff use their professional judgement to determine if equipment is safe for pupils to use, e.g. if it’s windy. 
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M

	
Weather conditions




Weather conditions
	c
	· During adverse weather conditions, decisions are made by the Head Teacher/SLT, regarding which areas of the playground, if any, are suitable for use.
· An inspection of the playground is made by the person on duty before, during and after use in the event of adverse weather conditions.
· If no or limited areas are suitable for play, pupils have their break/lunchtime as ‘wet play’ indoors.
· In sunny weather, pupils are encouraged to bring and wear sunscreen and hats, seek shade and drink plenty of water.
· In snowy/rainy weather, pupils are instructed to wear the appropriate outerwear and footwear.
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M

	Soil/bark – eating and choking
	M
	· Ensure children are told not to eat bark or soil
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	L

	Climbing Wall
	H
	· Children to be very closely supervised when on the climbing wall and monkey bars.

	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M

	Sand Pit 
	H
	· Nursery - Staff to be aware that the legs protrude out of the sandpit and to be mindful when moving around the area so not to trip over this.
· Nursery Caretaker to ensure the legs are painted in a bright colour to highlight the legs that are sticking out
· Children supervised closely
· Children told not to eat sand, throw sand and the dangers of doing so
· Staff to ensure they shut the sandpit up carefully, minding they do not trap fingers
· Update NOV 2025 – Sandpit in reception outdoor area is covered by a wooden frame, staff and children to be area of this when entering and exiting the area so to prevent head bumps.
	Y
	Head Teacher
	17.11.2025
	M














Please read the Risk Assessment and sign below:
	Staff Name
	Role
	Signature
	Date
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